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“THE  SAVING  OF  HUMAN 
LIVES.” 

The  Research  Defence  Society’s  pamphlets  do  the 
cause  of  anti-vivisection  almost  as  much  service  as  do 
the  speeches  and  signed  letters  of  Mr.  Stephen  Paget. 
One  of  these  pamphlets  is  entitled  “ The  Saving  of 
Human  Lives.”  It  is,  of  course,  anonymous,  like  most 
of  this  ridiculous  literature.  Its  first  statement  is  as 
follows : — 

“Without  Pasteur’s  treatment,  out  of  3,127  persons  bitten 
by  animals  judged  to  be  rabid,  517  died  from  hydrophobia, 
that  is  I in  6.” 

No  reference  is  given,  no  date  is  given,  no  place  is 
given.  So  we  begin  by  figures  having  no  authority  of 
any  kind  but  the  bald  assertion  of  the  silly  anony- 
mous pamphleteer. 

These  animals,  of  no  time  or  place,  were,  we  are 
told,  “judged  to  be  rabid.”  Judged  by  whom?  By 
vivisectors  with  serums  to  advertise  ? By  the  silly 
anonymous  pamphleteer?  By  Mr.  Paget?  By  Lord 
Cromer?  By  Mr.  Sydney  Holland?  Or  by  the  hall 
porter  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians? 

The  second  statement  condescends  to  date  and 
place,  but  it  alludes,  like  the  first,  to  animals  “ judged 
to  be  rabid  ” by  no  one  in  particular. 

The  third  statement  asserts  that  “ without  anti- 
toxin, of  every  100  children  with  diphtheria,  30  died; 


with  anti-toxin,  of  every  lOO  children  with  diphtheria, 
9 died.” 

How  anybody  can  imagine  that  anybody  else  can 
be  influenced  by  a statement  made  by  somebody  with- 
out a specified  name,  about  children  of  no  specified 
place,  who  died  at  no  specified  time  or  times,  must 
remain  inexplicable  to  persons  capable  of  thought  or 
reason  higher  than  that  of  apes. 

The  fourth  statement  tells  us  that  “ without  Haff- 
kine’s  treatment  in  the  Punjab  villages,  out  of  639,600 
persons,  29,623  died  of  plague.  That  is  i in  22.  With 
Haffkine’s  treatment  in  the  same  villages,  during  the 
same  period,  out  of  224,428  persons,  814  died  of 
plague.  That  is  i in  275.” 

I wonder  if  the  Research  Defence  Society  would 
discover  that  we  were  donkeys  if  the  National  Anti- 
Vivisection  Society  issued  anonymous  pamphlets 
stating,  without  citing  any  reference  or  authority,  that 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  injected  with 
serums,  all  died  of  a disease,  and  that  of  other  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  not  so  injected,  all  survived. 

Stephen  Coleridge. 
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